
by Paul Quinn

The West-
lake Service 
D e p a r t -

ment has received 
the Top Green 
Shop Award for 
2011 from Fleet 
Equipment maga-
zine. The award 
is based on green 
initiatives such as 
those incorporated 
in the construc-
tion of our Service 
Facility and the use 
of equipment and 
best management 
practices that pro-
mote and achieve 
environmentally 
sound policies.

The award 
is a national dis-
tinction that in the past has gener-
ally been awarded to private sector 
fleet companies. Annually, more 
than 50 fleet organizations vie for 
this designation.

“The best thing about the award is 
that we won it as a municipality,” said 
Chris Stuhm, deputy director of public 
service, noting that the three previous 
award-winners were private compa-
nies. “We’re proud that we can remain 
competitive with the private sector 
and be good stewards of the taxpayers’ 
money.”

Some of the city’s green initiatives 
include:
•	 Heavy-gauge aluminum insulated 

overhead doors with light panels
•	 Waste oil is sold to, picked up and 

recycled by licensed vendor for 
recycling. A new waste oil heater 
was purchased for in-house recy-
cling to reduce our dependence on 
natural gas 

•	 Floor drains connected to under-
ground oil/water separator; cleaned 
annually by local licensed contractor
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“We’re proud that 
we can remain 

competitive 
with the private 

sector and be 
good stewards 

of the taxpayers’ 
money”

 » See  GREEN AWARD, page 6

Volunteers train for the CERT team in 2011.

by Dianne Borowski

The Bay Village Relay for Life will not 
take place this year. According to Evan 
O’Malley, event chairperson from 2006 

through 2009, no one has stepped up to orga-
nize and be responsible for this year’s event.

Since Jim Cahoon’s resignation as chair-
person last year, the Relay has been on shaky 
ground. Efforts to recruit new individuals to 
chair this event have been unsuccessful. A 
meeting with local representatives from the 
American Cancer Society could not resolve 
any of the Relay’s problems.

Members of the Bay High School Phi-
lanthropy Fellowship have tentative plans 
to hold activities on the weekend the Relay 
would have taken place, with all proceeds to 
be donated to the American Cancer Society. 
I commend these dedicated young people 
for planning this activity. To the members 
of this organization and its advisers, thank 
you so much for caring. All proceeds from 
this group’s activities on the weekend will 
be donated to the American Cancer Society.

An annual event, Relay for Life is a show-
ing of support in communities across the 
country for the many lost to cancer and for 
the many survivors of cancer. Money raised 
from the Relay is donated to cancer research.

How disappointing it is to realize our 
community cannot rally around to support 
such a worthwhile cause. There is a need for 
a chairperson, co-chairperson and a com-
mittee to assist in making Bay’s Relay for Life 
a successful event in 2013 and for years to 
come.

If you have any questions or would like to 
help out next year, please contact me through 
the Observer (440-409-0114 or staff@wbvob-
server.com). We really need your thoughts 
and help with this project. 

Note: Westlake’s Relay for Life will be held 
this year on July 13-14 at the Rec Center.

Bay Relay for Life 
cancelled for 2012

Westlake Service Department’s green initiatives 
take top honors in national competition

by Tricia Granfors

Are you and your family prepared for a local emergency or widespread 
disaster? Community preparedness starts with you!

The Westshore Regional Community Emergency Response 
Team (WSC) is offering free classes on topics such as disaster prepared-
ness, basic injury assessment and medical treatment, search and rescue 
procedures, fire suppression, disaster psychology, and much more. The 
20-hour FEMA course is conducted by local safety professionals.

Westshore residents who are over 18 years of age, successfully com-
plete training, and pass a background check are eligible for team member-
ship. Do your part to keep our region safe and prepared.

To indicate your interest in the free classes or for more information, con-
tact WSC Coordinator Tricia Granfors at 440-716-4135 
or granforst@north-olmsted.com. Space is limited.

Training begins Saturday, March 17. The five 
consecutive Saturday morning classes will be held 
at St. John Medical Center, 29000 Center Ridge 
Road and the City of Westlake Service Center, 741 
Bassett Rd., from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

New CERT training session begins March 17

Paul Quinn, right, Westlake’s director of public service, and Chris Stuhm, deputy director, 
stand in the 68,000-square-foot service facility on Bassett Road. 

Participants circle the track at Bay High 
during the 2011 Relay for Life.
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The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by, for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village, 
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community.

The mission of the Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to 
inform, involve and energize the community through 
citizen participation of 400+ community writers.

We encourage residents of Westlake and Bay to join in 
and share stories, photos, and information about our 
great communities. 

We do not accept payment for the inclusion of articles.

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a locally-owned 
news source published biweekly.

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.

PROductIOn OFFIcE
451 Queenswood drive • Bay Village, Ohio 44140  
440-409-0114 • Fax 440-409-0118

copyright ©2012 the Westlake | Bay Village Observer. 
All rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden 
without written permission.

PuBLiShEr, COmmuniTy AdVOCATE - denny Wendell

SEniOr EdiTOr – Tara Wendell, tara@wbvobserver.com

AdVErTiSinG - Laura Gonzalez, Advertising Consultant
440-477-3556 • laura@wbvobserver.com

QUESTIONS - staff@wbvobserver.com 440-409-0114

WriTErS
denise Ayres
nan Baker
Barb Bartlome
Jeff Bing
mark Boepple
Kim Bonvissuto
dianne Borowski
Julie Cikra
Frank colosimo
Karen derby
Jim dispirito
Sarah Gilbert

PhOTOGrAPhy
Kim Bonvissuto
Frank colosimo
Betty Lou Curatolo
Karen derby

nancy Girardot
Sue Grame
Tricia Granfors
Karen howell
dave Kich
Kay Laughlin
Carol masek
mel maurer
Elizabeth O’Brien
Paul Quinn
Audrey ray
Joyce S.

represent your business or service
in the award-winning WBV Observer.
For advertising rates and details, 
CALL LAURA AT 440-477-3556

Jim dispirito
nancy Girardot
nancy heaton
Karen howell

Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 
mind when writing for the Observer:
•	Anyone who lives, works or has a vested interest in 

Westlake or Bay Village is encouraged to contribute.
•	Aim for 300-500 words. 
•	Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure 

accuracy.
•	Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy 

others’ work and remember to credit your sources.
•	Be respectful of others.
•	Write for the community. Your stories will be read 

by people throughout Westlake and Bay Village 
(and beyond) so keep the audience in mind when 
choosing topics.
•	Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through 

editors who review stories for spelling and 
grammar. We try to keep the news as “unfiltered” 

as possible, but may edit 
length and content if 
necessary.
•	Disclose your affiliation. 

If you have a personal or 
business relationship with 
the subject of your story, 
let your readers know.
•	Don’t write stories solely to promote your 

business–that’s what ads are for.
Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for 
advice or help with topics, content or the submission 
process. 
To join in, sign-up through the Member Center at 
www.wbvobserver.com and submit your stories & 
photos. Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of 2 
megabytes in size. If you have questions, contact us 
at staff@wbvobserver.com. 
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Observer GuidelinesLet me come to your door 
to groom your beloved pet!
Services offered:
•All natural grooming products
•Aromatherapy for calming your pet
•Massage/Warm Towel Wrap
•Paw/Pad Treatment
•Fur Coloring
•Facials •Teeth Brushing

Fur De’Tail
Heather O’Connor - Professional Groomer
Licensed & Insured • www.furdetail.com

Let me come to your door 
to groom your beloved pet!

Mobile Pet Salon
440-787-4058
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Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

St. Bernadette piles up 
pennies for patients
by Karen Howell

During Catholic Schools Week, Saint Berna-
dette School in Westlake collected “Pennies 
for Patients” as the CSW service project. This 

FUNraiser supports the ongoing work of the Leukemia-
Lymphoma Society. 

The goal was simple: 250 pounds of pennies to 
equal approximately $500. The Saint Bernadette families 
showed what the school is capable of when reaching out 
to help others. 

The current donation total is $2,012.12! It is simply 
amazing, the generosity and compassion, which was 
shown by the students, families, faculty and staff.  It 
makes one proud to be a part of the Saint Bernadette 
School family! Go Bulldogs!

Principal John Stipek from Saint Bernadette School in Westlake 
presents a check to the Leukemia-Lymphoma Society during 
Catholic Schools Week.

BECOME AN 
OBSERVER!

JOIN MORE 
THAN 400 

CITIZEN 
WRITERS

SHARE YOUR 
STORIES ABOUT 

WESTLAKE & 
BAY VILLAGE 

Take pride in your 
community; take part 

in your community 
newspaper! 

We’re calling for news 
and information from 
our neighborhoods, 

civic groups, community 
organizations, booster 

groups, schools, churches 
and more in Westlake and 

Bay Village.  
Write stories, announce 
events or take photos.

you don’t need experience 
– if you see something of 
interest, write about it or 
take a picture and send 

it in!
it’s fun and easy to be part 
of this community project!
Sign up today in the online 

newsroom at
www.wbvobserver.com 

Hail to the Chief! 
at Porter Library
A display of political 
memorabilia from the 
collections of Rich Hronek of 
Avon and Steve Pettyjohn of 
Westlake salutes those who 
have held or ran for the office of 
US president. Items including 
political buttons and books 
are showcased in the lobby of 
Westlake Porter Public Library 
through March 31. 
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by Lysa Stanton

The Clague House Museum is a 
familiar landmark to many in the 
city of Westlake. The stately home 

sits proudly as she has since being built in 
1876. The former home of the Clague family, 
and current home of the Westlake Historical 
Society, is one that showcases Westlake’s 
fine heritage.

The late Ruth Cunningham, a founding 
member of the Westlake Historical Society, 
as well as a miniaturist, envisioned in the 
mid-1970s building a miniature version of 
the Clague House. She initiated the idea 
by commissioning a carpenter to build the 
shell. The carpenter built the dollhouse-
sized model completely enclosed.

Four years later, Cunningham, also a 
member of the Cleveland Miniature Society, 
suggested they take on the Clague House 
project. Another Cleveland Miniature Soci-
ety member liked the idea and helped it to 
move forward.

The walls of the Clague House model 
were adjusted so they could be removed for 
viewing the rooms inside. Problems with the 
tiny electrical fixtures and wiring needed to 
be overcome for the job to continue.

Once the wiring was completed, groups 
met each week to work on the interior and 
exterior details. A craftsman was hired to 
make exact miniature copies of the What-
not shelf in the parlour and the trundle bed 
upstairs. Other than those pieces, all the 

work to finish the house was donated.
Funds for the dollhouse materials 

were donated by the Westlake Histori-
cal Society. Cleveland Miniature Society 
members refinished the red brick facade 
on the exterior, then copied the ornate 
fireplace in the parlor, finished the door 
panels to match the originals, and even 
reproduced tiny versions of the framed 
portraits of Walter and Sophronia Clague, 
the last surviving brother and sister who 
bequeathed their house and land to the 
city before passing away.

Attention was given to even the small-
est of details, such as the blue willow pattern 
on the house china.

The Clague House model is currently 
on loan to Westlake Porter Public Library by 
the Westlake Historical Society. It is housed 
within a cabinet located in the lobby of the 
library, and is especially popular with the 
children.

The Westlake Historical Society is very 
proud to be one of few museums to have 
an exact copy of their facility in miniature. 
The hard work and devotion of the Cleve-
land Miniature Society back in the 1970s is 
still being enjoyed by all those who see the 
Clague House model each day. 

When the historic Red Brick School was 
demolished late in 2010, several members 
of the Westlake Historical Society suggested 
that maybe it should be the subject of the 
next model to be constructed, but no plans 
have yet been made for that project. 

Scaled-down model of Clague 
House a big job

BreitenBach 
Remodeling

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

Dealer for 4B WOOD Custom Cabinets
Bertch Cabinet Mfg - Legacy & Marketplace

 Visit us at our showroom:
795 Sharon Drive, Suite 102, Westlake

440-835-3660
Open daily 9-5; Sat. 9-12 or by appointment.

Doing business since 1978
Professional design and installlation

Customer Countertops - Granite, 
Formica & Solid Surface

WESTLAKE HISTORIcAL SOcIETY

Maggie Pauley of Avon always checks out the model Clague House 
everytime she visits Porter Library with her parents.

The Clague House parlor has been recreated in miniature.
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by Joyce S.

Are you at your wit’s end?  
There is help and hope avail-
able! Families Anonymous 

is a FREE 12-step program that is 
designed for family members who 
have a loved one who has alcohol, 
drug and/or behavioral problems. 

We are happy to inform you 
that there are two meeting sites 
within the neighborhood. Our 
newest location is at CrossPointe 
Community Church, 1800 Colum-
bia Rd., Westlake, at 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday evenings. Hope Christian 
Church, 32625 Detroit Rd. in Avon 
has been hosting meetings at 7:00 
p.m. on Thursdays for the past 
five years. 

Come experience this friendly, 
supportive environment. Listen to 
others’ experiences and share your 
own when you feel comfortable. All 
are welcome – regardless of our var-
ious beliefs – or lack of belief. One 
of the most important aspects of 
Families Anonymous is that it truly 
is an anonymous meeting. What is 
said, who you see, and what you 
hear stays at the meetings. We only 
know each other on a first name 
basis. When there is anonymity, it 
creates an atmosphere of trust and 
openness, which is basic to healing.  

When someone you love 
struggles with alcohol, drug and/
or behavioral problems, the family 
is also affected. The meetings are 
set up, not for the addict or alco-
holic, but for those family members 

who are heartbroken, fearful and 
distressed. We all know that chemi-
cal abuse hits every neighborhood, 
every ethnicity, every age, every 
financial status, and every faith 
expression. Our love and devotion 
as a parent, spouse, sibling or a 
friend is not bigger than addiction. 
We all have thought that it is – but 
truth be told, it’s not. Yes, it’s a sad 
reality. No one can change another 
person’s behavior, but we can 
change ours.

Just as we know the only way 
an addict or alcoholic will make 
changes in their lives is when they 
make the decision to stop using, we, 
too, learn to make our own changes. 
Families Anonymous offers care, 
support, and guidance for the 
family members. Those who really 
learn to work this incredible 12-step 
program have come to know that 
they can live comfortably, peace-
fully and have serenity in their own 
lives, in spite of the unresolved 
problems of their loved ones.

If you should have any ques-
tions, please call our FA Helpline at 
440-779-HELP (4357). Feel free to 
visit our website at www.familie-
sanonymous.org. We are not coun-
selors or professionals. We are real 
family members who have found a 
better way to live and would love to 
offer you the same freedom from 
worry. We are a phone call and a 
meeting away. You are not alone! 

Joyce S. is the public informa-
tion chairperson for Northeast Ohio 
Families Anonymous.

Is someone you love destroying 
family harmony?

by Nan Baker

In the past year, the Ohio General Assem-
bly has focused on many important issues 
affecting Ohioans across the state. From 

job creation to health care and education, we 
have worked to better the government ser-
vices that are entitled to you as a resident of 
Ohio. One important area that the House has 
focused on is the protection of injured work-
ers. In the past year, many positive changes 
have been made to the Bureau of Workers’ 
Compensation, ensuring that employees 
receive the security they need and companies 
are able to operate with stability.

Most recently, a pharmacy lock-in pro-
gram has been instituted to limit the misuse 
of medications by those injured in the work-
place. This program will deal with the issue 
of doctor shopping, limiting the ability to 
obtain prescriptions from more than one 
physician and pharmacy in certain cases. 
The BWC is responsible for the smooth rein-
tegration of recovered workers back into the 
workplace, and this objective is impaired 
when injured employees begin to misuse 
and abuse their prescriptions. With the new 
pharmacy lock-in program, this danger will 
be dealt with head on.

The Grow Ohio Program is another new 
initiative aimed at stimulating economic 
advancement. New employers will have the 
opportunity to decrease their workers’ com-
pensation premiums by up to 53 percent by 
choosing one of two options. The first choice 
allows these employers to take a 25 percent 
premium discount over the course of two 
years. As an alternative, they can skip this 
waiting period and immediately join a group 
rating program, lowering their premiums by 
up to 53 percent up front.

Businesses also now have the incentive 
to create worker safety plans. Destination: 
Excellence is a new rating plan that rewards 
companies for establishing a risk manage-
ment plan focusing on prevention, safety 
and getting injured workers back on the job 
more quickly. The overall goal of this plan is 
the improvement of return-to-work rates. 
Additionally, Destination: Excellence gives 
employers some flexibility by offering seven 
different program options.

To promote the general well-being of 
employees, the BWC has created the Well-
ness Grant Program. This $4-million, four-
year initiative gives businesses up to $15,000 
to create worker wellness programs. In this 
day and age, employers are faced with the 
reality of the rising prevalence of chronic 
disease and obesity, as well as an aging work-
force. These developments all contribute to 
the incidence of workplace injuries and the 
slower recovery of injured employees. Worker 
wellness programs will help employers deal 
with these new challenges.

The BWC has also implemented reforms 
in other areas. By reducing average base 
rates by 4 percent, the BWC will save pri-
vate employers $65 million in premiums. In 
addition, local governments will save $22 
million yearly through a 5 percent reduction 
on public employer rates. Finally, by reduc-
ing their budget by 12 percent over the next 
biennium, the BWC will save $80 million.

It is crucial that an agency as impor-
tant as the BWC function in an efficient and 
effective way. Through the implementation of 
these new changes, the bureau will be able to 
better serve Ohio’s employees, as well as our 
businesses. In 2012, the House plans to devote 
more time and energy to further reform the 
BWC, ensuring that injured workers’ are pro-
tected and tax dollars are spent wisely. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Changes to the Bureau of Workers’ 
Compensation

GOVERNMENT

by Sarah Gilbert

Believe it or not, spring and 
summer are right around 
the corner! The Bay Village 

Recreation Department is work-
ing hard getting our spring and 
summer program book ready. 
Many of your favorite warm 
weather programs are coming 
back as well as some new oppor-
tunities to stay active. Registra-
tion for the coming season will be 
available very soon!

As for now, our year-round 
programs are always open for 
registration in addition to some 
new ones being offered in the 
early spring. Registration is now 
easier than ever with our brand 
new web site! For information on 
programs or to sign up, log onto 
www.cityofbayvillage.com and 
click on the Parks and Recreation 
tab at the top. As always, you can 
also register in person at the Rec. 
Department office at 400 Bryson 
Lane.

Check out some of our ongo-
ing and upcoming programs…
Futsal League
Grades 3-4

March 4-April 1
Games: Sunday Afternoons
Optional Practices: Girls: Wednes-
days, 6:45-7:45 p.m.; Boys: Thurs-
days, 6:45-7:45 p.m.
Location: Bay Middle School Gym
Don’t miss out on a great oppor-
tunity to keep up your soccer 
skills in the off season. Games are 
five vs. five and separate leagues 
are offered for boys and girls.
Futsal Clinic
Grades 1-2
Tuesdays, March 13-April 3
Time: 6:45-7:45 p.m.
Location: Bay Middle School Gym
Futsal is the game of soccer 
played indoors to help refine and 
develop better skills and tech-
nique. This is a great opportu-
nity to keep your child active and 
develop your soccer skills!
Early Bird Pool Passes
Pool passes are available on 
March 1. You can save $10 if you 
buy yours before May 15! All pool 
passes must be purchased in 
person at the Recreation Depart-
ment office.
After School Youth Tennis
Grades K-8
Mondays and Thursdays

Session V: April 2-April 30
The final session of after school 
tennis is quickly approaching! 
Learn the game or improve your 
skills inside the Westerly School 
Gym.
Preschool Playtime
Ages 5 and under
Oct. 3, 2011-May 2012
M/W/F: 9:30 a.m.-noon
T/TH: 10:45 a.m.-noon
Fee: $2/child, 10-day  
pass: $15
Release some energy at the Com-
munity Gym! Parent supervision 
required. Bouncing balls, tumble 
mats and more! No registration 
needed for this program. Sign in 
and pay at the Community Gym.
Cardio Kickboxing/Pilates
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Saturdays, 8:30-9:30 p.m.
Location: Bay Lodge
Join Cathy for 30 minutes of high- 
and low-impact kickboxing and 
30 minutes of pilates. Drop in to 
try it out for $7 (non-resident: $8) 
or register for a pass and attend 
up to 15 classes, good for any day 
and time.
Zumba Fitness
Tuesdays and Thursdays: 9:30-

10:30 a.m. at Community Gym
Mondays and Wednesdays: 7-8 
p.m. at Bayway Cabin
Get in on the hottest new dance/
aerobic workout! Purchase a 
pass and attend up to 15 classes, 
good for any time or day. 10-day 
passes are $55, 15-day passes are 
$82.50. Drop in rate: $7 (non-
resident: $8).
Feeling Fit
M/W/F: 9-10 a.m.
Location: Bayway Cabin
Stay in shape with this year round 
class that will increase your 
energy level, help lower your body 
fat, tone your muscles and relieve 
stress. Drop in to try it out or reg-
ister for a pass to attend up to 15 
classes, good for any time or day. 
Make sure to bring a mat or towel 
and water!
Men’s Hoops
Ages 18 and up
Mondays: 8-9:30 p.m.
Five dollars gets you an hour 
and a half of friendly, competi-
tive pick-up basketball. No need 
to register, just sign in and pay at 
the Community Gym.
Indoor Adult Volleyball
Ages 18 and up

Tuesdays: 7:30-9 p.m.
Sign in and pay just $5 when you 
come to the Community Gym for 
open, spirited volleyball matches!
Fitness Room @ Community 
Gym
School Year Hours
Mon.-Fri.: 6 a.m.-2 p.m., 5-9 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday: noon-4 p.m.
Attention members! Be sure to 
check when your membership 
expires so you can renew! We 
are also always welcoming new 
members. Bay Village residents 
or those employed in the city are 
eligible to join. Proof of residency 
or employment is required. Must 
be 13 years old to use equipment, 
ages 13-17 must be accompanied 
by an adult. Registrations must be 
done at the Recreation Depart-
ment, 400 Bryson Lane, between 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

To sign up for any program 
or for more information log on 
to www.cityofbayvillage.com or 
visit the Recreation Department 
at 400 Bryson Lane. Feel free to 
call us at 440-871-6755 if you 
have any questions. 

Getting ready for spring at Bay Rec
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The taming of the not-so-shrewd:   
Cleveland sports predictions, part 4
by Jeff Bing

It is with a heavy heart I announce the fourth and 
final installment of my 2012 predictions regard-
ing the Cleveland sports scene. Please, please 

hold the applause until you’ve finished reading the 
entire column (this ain’t your kid’s commencement, 
you know) as other readers may find your outbursts 
disturbing. I know that I do.

October: Embattled Browns President Mike Hol-
mgren is still trying to sell Cleveland sports fans on his 
credibility, which came under serious attack on NFL 
draft day months earlier. Holmgren committed what 
many considered the “faux pas of the century” after 
trading up to secure the second draft pick, presum-
ably to take the consensus second-best quarterback 
available, Robert Griffin III.

Griffin, better known as “RG3” to those in foot-
ball circles, was so sure he was going to be selected by 
the Browns he was even wearing a Browns ball-cap 
before the Browns announced their selection. Then, 
the unthinkable happened: Holmgren, apparently so 
flush with excitement it triggered a brain cramp of 
intergalactic proportions, blurted out “R2D2” instead 
of “RG3”, triggering much confusion – as well as more 
than a few snickers – among the NFL draft-nicks.

The diminutive Star Wars robot, who resembles 
a ShopVac with arms, was asked if he thought com-
munication on the team would be an issue. Most 
observers guessed that it just might be a problem 
since no one understood his reply.

November: With the Browns sitting at 0-6 after a 
bye week and Browns fans avoiding Cleveland Browns 
Stadium like the plague, Browns interim head coach 
Brad Childress announces a change at quarterback, 
benching Colt McCoy in favor of R2D2, hoping to 
reignite fan interest for the upcoming match against 
the hated Pittsburgh Steelers.

The change succeeds in sparking fan inter-
est - but little else - as the Browns suffer a 51-0 loss 

played in a steady drizzle, which seemed to affect 
R2’s movement. “He did look a little rusty out there,” 
concedes Coach Childress. That, and the fact that 
the three-foot-tall quarterback’s passes were hitting 
on-rushing linemen in the kneecaps seemed to be 
rather significant, too.

“We just need to work on R2’s release point 
to alleviate that problem,” notes Childress. Appar-
ently, that comment helps speed up Childress’s own 
“release point” as he is canned shortly after making 
the statement. Rumors proliferate that Holmgren 
might actually step in and coach the Browns as a 
last-ditch attempt to save the franchise.

December: Much to the surprise of Browns fans 
everywhere (but, then again, how can they really 
be surprised by anything at this point?) Mike Hol-
mgen hastily calls a news conference to announce 
the hiring of the next head coach of the Cleveland 
Browns. The buzz is incredible as speculation 
abounds regarding Holmgren’s choice. Who could 
it be: Bill Cowher? Bill Parcells? Bill me later? Nope. 
Mike gleefully announces that – after weeks of end-
less negotiations with the Galactic Republic, the new 
head coach will be...C-3PO: That bronze, British-
accented pal of R2D2!

Citing C-3PO’s “great communication skills” 
and “ability to make quick decisions under pressure” 
Mike Holmgren says he is so sure that he’s hired the 
right guy, he promises that “this is the last coach I’ll 
ever hire.” Owner Randy Lerner, obviously liking the 
sound of that statement, fires Holmgren just to be 
on the safe side, replacing him with a fellow named 
Jabba the Hutt...

Well, I wish my crystal ball could have been a 
bit more optimistic, gang. But then again, this is 
Cleveland, right? Remember: Any topics you want 
me to cover, just drop me a line and I’ll do my best 
to make you sorry you asked. 
Jeff welcomes all feedback and suggestions, pro or 
con, which may be sent to editor@wbvobserver.com.

SPORTING VIEWS

by Elizabeth O’Brien

North Coast Health Ministry (NCHM), a free clinic serving 
the low-income uninsured on Greater Cleveland’s West 
Side, has attained recognition by Better Health Greater 

Cleveland for outstanding achievement in high blood pressure 
care and control. The results were published in the Better Health 
Greater Cleveland Winter 2012 Community Health Checkup.

“We have long said it is our goal to provide care to our 
patients that is on par in quality with that provided to anyone of 
greater economic means or regardless of insurance status,” says 
NCHM Executive Director Lee Elmore. “This demonstrates that 
the quality of care we are providing for our patients with hyperten-
sion is not only on par – it is of the highest quality in the region.”

Eighty percent of North Coast Health Ministry’s patients 
have chronic diseases, with hypertension being among the most 
prevalent. 

“Our entire team is focused on providing coordinated, proac-
tive disease management to our patients with chronic illness, and 
we are extremely pleased and proud to be recognized for excel-
lence in managing this particular disease,” says NCHM Medical 
Director Philip Tomsik, M.D.

North Coast Health Ministry serves uninsured individuals 
that fall below 250 percent of the federal poverty level (income 
level varies based on family size) within 17 zip codes in north-
western Cuyahoga or northeastern Lorain counties. To become 
a patient, interested individuals should call 216-228-7878. 

North Coast Health 
Ministry recognized for 
hypertension care

HEALTH & WELLNESS

by Denise Ayres

As the new year began, 
many people made reso-
lutions to improve their 

physical fitness. Often we hear 
in news reports that the atten-
dance at gyms and fitness clubs 
is highest in January and Febru-
ary. Paying attention to our abil-
ity to move and our muscle tone 
are important priorities. 

It is equally important to 
remember that our brains are 
muscles and can benefit from 
strengthening exercises, too. A 
great form of brain exercise is 
to explore new places and meet 
new people. Now that kind of 
exercise sounds fun, right?

Research supports that new 
experiences do stimulate “neu-
rogenesis,” meaning the growth 
of new neurons in the brain.  
Neurons are the pathways by 
which our brains communicate 
and function. This means that 
each time you go to a place you 
have not been before you are 

activating and strengthening 
your brain. 

Experiencing new places 
can range from going to a dif-
ferent country on vacation to 
traveling just down the street to 
a different restaurant. So next 
time you plan to dine out you 
can pull out a phone book or go 
online and pick a new place to 
both exercise your brain and try 
new cuisine. 

Another way to exercise 
your brain and activate neurons 
is to meet new people. When you 
are getting to know a new person 
your brain is forming new path-
ways to store the new informa-
tion received. The more you 
activate neurons, the stronger 
your brain becomes. In addition, 
talking and conversation are fan-
tastic exercises for your brain! 
They are a workout for both sides 
of the brain, left hemisphere and 
right hemisphere. If you would 
try listing all the activities your 
brain is doing while commu-
nicating with a new person it 

would look like brain “circuit 
training,” a cute little pun. 

You might want to consider 
making a monthly or weekly 
“brain workout list” consisting 
of new places to visit or ways to 
meet new people. You may find 
choices that can accomplish 
both, i.e. Bay Village residents 
could join the Community 
Garden, or Westlakers could take 
a computer class at Westlake 
Porter Public Library. 

Our Compeer Program is 
a great choice of brain exercise 
if you are an adult managing a 
mental illness. Compeer volun-
teering is also an excellent way 
to meet new people, explore 
new places and to strengthen 
your brain. We would be more 
than happy to help you make 
your “brain workout” fun and 
beneficial.

For information on the 
Compeer Program at Far West 
Center, please call 440-835-6212, 
ext. 242, or send an email to 
compeer@farwestcenter.com. 

New places and new faces strengthen 
brain health

HEALTH & WELLNESS

by Mark Boepple

The Westlake Republican Club will be gathering on 
Tuesday, March 6, to celebrate the election of pre-
cinct leaders throughout the Westlake community 

and enjoy the primary election returns.
Are you concerned about the direction our country is 

headed? Are you frustrated because nobody seems to listen 
to conservative common sense solutions? You are not alone!

Join the Westlake Republican Club for an evening of fun, 
camaraderie, conservative conversation and just a plain old 
good time.

Tuesday, March 6, 7:30 p.m.
Panini’s Bar and Grill
23800 Detroit Rd., Westlake
There is no charge for this event, no RSVP is required and 

Republican Club membership is not required. Just a desire 
and passion to right the direction of the ship of state. Enjoy 
delicious pizza, wings, and cash bar generously sponsored 
by State Representative Nan Baker and Cuyahoga Council 
Representative David Greenspan.

You can find detailed information about this and future 
events at WestlakeRepublicanClub.com or feel free to contact 
Mark Boepple at 440-336-1734.

Ohio is a critical part of the primary election process on 
“Super Tuesday,” so let your voice be heard by getting out 
and voting Tuesday, March 6. Polls are open from 6:30 a.m. 
until 7:30 p.m. 

Westlake Republican 
Club to gather to watch 
primary election results

POLITIcS
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by Jim Dispirito

March Madness 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament
Westlake Recreation Center is having a March Mad-

ness 3-on-3 Tournament on Saturday, March 24. All games 
will be played at the Rec Center. Double elimination tour-
naments with separate divisions for boy and girls.

Divisions are as follows: grades 3/4, 5/6, 7/8. Tourna-
ment begins at 10:00 a.m. Starting times staggered by divi-
sion.  Rosters are limited to four players per team. Cost is 
$50 for all-member teams, $60 for half-member teams and 
$70 for non-member teams. One payment per team only.

Deadline to register is March 17. Registration packets 
available at the Westlake Recreation Center or visit our 
website at www.wlrec.org. For further information please 
call 440-808-5700, ext. 3428.
Adult Men’s Basketball League

Registration has begun for the upcoming Spring/
Summer Men’s Basketball League. Games will be held 

at the West-
lake Recre-
ation Center 
on Sunday 
nights. Only 
teams may 
enter (not 
individuals). 
Entry fee is 
$350 per team 
and includes 12 regular season games plus a single elimi-
nation playoff. Game fees are $30 per game. For more 
information please contact Jim Dispirito at 440-617-
4420. Games begin on April 1.
Cardboard Boat Races (ages 7 and up)

On Friday March 16, grab your friend and build a 
boat out of only cardboard and packing tape that is capa-
ble of holding you and your friend and then bring your 
boat to the Aquatics Center. Three different categories will 

participate: Ages 7-9, 10-12 and 13 & up.
Complete rules and regulations will be given out at 

time of registration, so register early. Cost is $10/mem-
bers, $15/residents, $20/non-residents (per boat).

More information regarding all of these programs 
and more can be found at our website at www.wlrec.org 
or by stopping by the Recreation Center at 28955 Hilliard 
Blvd., calling us at 440-808-5700 or by picking up our new 
Rec Gazette. 

Hoops and splash time at 
the Westlake Rec Center!

WESTLAKE REcREATION cENTER

March Madness takes over the Westlake Recreation Center on March 24.

GREEN AWARD continued from front page

Lakewood 

Care Services 
Staffed by professional nurses  
Medication Administration 
Emergency Call System 
Rehabilitation Services 

 

Amenities 
3 Meals per day 
Daily Activities 
Linen Service 
Housekeeping 
Transportation to appointments 
or off-site activities 

To reach any of our facilities, call 

O’Neill Management 
Locally owned and managed 
by the John O’Neill Family, 

serving seniors in the 
West Shore area since 1962. 

Bay Village 

North Ridgeville 

North Olmsted 

605 Bradley Road, Bay Village (440) 871-4509 

Independence, and the Security of Knowing a Professional and Caring 
Medical Team is Close at Hand 

Bradley Bay 9.5 x 5.5 WBVObserver_ 4.1

•	 Self-service parts washer units that uti-
lize an expanded filtration system extend 
the life of cleaning solvents minimizing 
solvent changes

•	 Last year we replaced our refrigerant 
recycling machine and employees are 
certified in Mobile Air Conditioning 
(MAC) procedures, ASE and EVT certified

•	 Efficient infrared heat tubes are used 
throughout the facility and in the vehicle 
storage bay

•	 Truck oil change intervals have been 
extended by using oil sampling and 
tracking 

•	 Spill control kits are available and are 
on-hand for employee use

•	 All employees are trained annually on 
storm water best management practices 
related to facilities, construction sites 
and other regulations as required

•	 Skylights reduce the need for lights 

during daytime operation
•	 Currently replacing the oil filter crusher

This award was made possible from 
the support of our residents and elected 
officials who encourage environmen-
tal practices on all levels and the highly 
trained, hardworking staff of the Service 
Department Fleet Maintenance Division.

“This is really an award for the whole 
city,” Stuhm said. “The technology depart-
ment helped us with paperless convey-
ance, the engineering, planning and 
building departments were involved in the 
service garage and Westlake residents par-
ticipate in the community-wide recycling 
program.”

You can find Fleet Magazine’s article 
about the award on the City’s website at 
www.cityofwestlake.org. 
Paul Quinn is Westlake’s director of public 
service.

A 50,000-pound lift for maintaining the city’s service vehicles 
was built on the floor rather than a traditional below-ground lift, 
affording a more efficient and environmentally friendly area to 
collect oil and contaminants.
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Landscape Design & Installation • Outdoor Living Spaces • Fireplaces & Pits
Brick Pavers & Retaining Walls • Turf Maintenance  •Landscape Lighting

Serving Westlake and surrounding 
communities for over 20 years.

AWARD-WINNING DESIGN & MAINTENANCE
440.237.6486 

www.agrestalandscaping.com
Our solution will win you over. 
Our service will win your trust.

by Audrey Ray, fourth-
grader at  Westerly 
Elementary School

In my last few articles I 
have been keeping you 
updated on my D.I. (Des-

tination Imagination) hap-
penings, and I’m going to do 
that in this article too. Here is 
what has been going on since 
my last article. Well, my team, 
the Aqua Girls, met with the 
entire Bay Village Green Team 
at their meeting on Tuesday, 
Feb. 14.

On the night of the meet-
ing I think everyone was a 
little nervous as the Green 
Team was setting up tables 
and chairs. And then Ms. 
Lori Sprosty came over to our 
group and told us it was time 
for us to do our presentation 
about our Huntington Beach 
Clean-Up community service 
project.

Each of us took turns 
speaking about things like 
what Destination Imagination 
is and about our community 
service project challenge. We 
explained why we picked a 
clean-up of Huntington Beach 
and the reasons why the beach 
is so dirty. Then we told them 
that we’ve made community 
partners with the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative, Adopt-
a-Beach.org, The Observer 
and Cleveland Metroparks. 
Finally, we told them that we 
plan to talk to City Council 
and ask Mayor Sutherland 
and council members for their 
help as well.

At the end of our presen-
tation, we asked the Green 
Team if they would become 
community partners with us 
and they took a vote right in 

front of us! I thought that was 
pretty cool to see. Their vote 
was unanimous to become 
partners with us.

Then we asked them if 
they had any advice to help 
us with our project. They sug-
gested many great things like 
contacting the Mayor’s office 
and having her office do an 
e-blast and possibly get a 
write-up in the Mayor’s Quar-
terly Newsletter about us and 
our beach clean-up plans.

They thought we should 
educate the community about 
how to keep the beach clean 
so that we don’t have to clean 
it up so much. They told us 
that the high school has a 
group called Project Earth and 
encouraged us to ask them to 
get involved with our project 
too. They also suggested we 
use recycling bags when we 
clean up the beach, and we 
are planning to do that with 
our contact people at Adopt-
a-Beach.org. Finally, someone 
suggested that we do a You-
Tube video about our project 
and how to keep the beach 
clean in the future.

The Green Team has 
given us a lot to think about 
and we want to thank them 
for having the Aqua Team at 
their meeting and giving us so 
many amazing suggestions! 
We are looking forward to put-
ting all their suggestions into 
our project. We  will attend an 
upcoming City Council meet-
ing, and we have made a You-
Tube video. You can watch it at 
tinyurl.com/aquagirls.

We are so excited! Thanks 
again, Green Team. When I 
get older, I hope to join Green 
Team and help make the world 
a cleaner place to live. 

TALES OF A FOURTH-GRADE SOMETHING

Aqua Girls Update

The Aqua Girls present their Destination Imagination project to the Bay Village Green Team 
on Feb. 14.

BUSINESSES:
Placing your ad 

with the Observer 
puts you in good 
company, sharing 

space with respected 
organizations that want 

to be part of such a 
strong and positive force 

in the community.
Our readers and 

writers live and work 
in Westlake and Bay 

and patronize our 
advertisers because 

they support the 
Observer.

Call Laura for ad details -
440-477-3556

laura@wbvobserver.com

Loving couples at Bradley Bay

This past Valentine’s Day, 
many couples from 
Bradley Bay were treat-

ed to a couples luncheon. The 
activities department deco-
rated the room with hearts 
and flowers to make the mood 
just right. A musician strolled 
around the room playing love 
songs, as everyone enjoyed a 
delicious lunch prepared by 
Bradley Bay’s kitchen. It truly 
was a special event just for 
couples to share.  Patricia and Richard  Yoo

William and Jean King Norman and Marie Klingshirn

Norman and Patricia Nichol
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BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 
ONLINE ORDERING 

NOW AVAILABLE!
Receive 10% OFF Online Orders -

Enter Promo Code
 January (thru Jan. 31)

-or- February (starting Feb.1st)
www.thebaydiner.com

Dover Commons Plaza
660 Dover Center Rd.

440-835-9011
M-F 7am-8pm; Sat. 8am-8pm
Breakfast 8am-2pm Sundays

Follow us on

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

The westside’s housepainter 
for over 35 years!

Interior • Exterior

by Karen Derby

Bay High junior Joe Strunk and 
sophomore Elizabeth Auckley took 
home top prizes from the presti-

gious Beachwood Arts Council’s 17th 
Annual Juried High School Student Art 
Show. Auckley received a $75 prize for the 
show’s second-place entry, her watercolor 
on paper construction, “My World.” Strunk 
received a $50 prize for his third-place 
piece, “A Skaters Self-Portrait/Skateboards 
I Have Broken.” Bay High junior Cameron 
Meakin and sophomore Grace Veres also 
had work accepted into the competition.

The show featured the work of eighty 
students from 20 Cleveland-area schools. 
The top-notch team of judges included: 
Grafton J. Nunes, president and chief 
executive officer of the Cleveland Institute 
of Art; Steve Hartman, owner of Contessa 
Gallery; and George Kozmon, artist and fes-
tival director for the Cain Park Arts Festival.

The exhibition will be on view at 
the Beachwood Community Center, 
25225 Fairmount Blvd., through Feb. 
26. As a special recognition, juror 
Steve Hartman will be exhibiting the 
first, second and third place award-
winning artworks, from March 2 to 
25, at Contessa Gallery, Legacy Vil-
lage, 24667 Cedar Rd., in Lyndhurst.

For the seventeenth year, The 
Beachwood Arts Council has been 
fortunate to bring together stu-
dents, teachers and friends of the 
arts throughout Cleveland for this 
unique, cultural experience. The 
students were asked to provide work that 
“must express originality, craftsmanship 
and the students’ personal view of his or 
her world.”

The eight prize-winning artists 
received monetary awards made possible 
by a generous gift from Marcia Emsheimer, 
trustee of the Louis M. Emsheimer Fund. 

Participants who attended the award cer-
emony also received a cash stipend.

“The exemplary and high quality of 
the work included in the show truly repre-
sents the breadth and diversity of our stu-
dents across the Greater Cleveland area,” 
said Ileen Kelner, veteran member of the 
Beachwood Arts Council and co-chair of 
this year’s event.

Bay High students win top prizes at prestigious 
Beachwood Arts Council

Bay High students Joe Strunk, left, and 
Elizabeth Auckley won top prizes in the 
prestigious Beachwood Arts Council 
competition.

Bay Middle School eighth-grader Jenny 
Heffron took first place for her grade level 
in the Power of the Pen district writing 

competition held at St. Raphael School in Bay 
Village on Saturday, Feb. 4. Eighth-grader Alana 
Bernys received a Best of Round award for her 
story “Strong for Each Other,” and she also won 
eighth place in her grade level.

Seventh-grader Phil Lally won second place 
for his grade level and Best of Round for his piece 
“Expect the Unexpected.” The seventh-
grade team of Sarah Brumagin, Jessica 
Perri, Lauren Sheil, Phil Lally, Campbell 
Priemer and Laura Colagiovanni placed 
second in the entire competition.  

Eighth-grader Emma Chalk 
received an honorable mention, and 
Laura Colagiovanni placed twelfth 
overall in the seventh grade.  

Twelve local middle schools par-
ticipated at the district-level inter-
scholastic writing competition, hosted 
this year at St. Raphael School, with 
137 students competing (71 seventh-
graders and 66 eighth-graders). The 
schools were Bay Middle School, St. 

Raphael School, Avon Middle School, Columbia 
Middle (Columbia Station), Learwood Middle 
(Avon Lake), Menlo Park Academy (Cleveland), 
St. Jude School (Elyria), St. Mary’s Catholic 
(Berea), Holy Trinity School (Avon), McCormick 
JHS (Huron), St. Joseph School (Avon Lake) and 
St. Mary School (Elyria).  

Bay Middle School’s Power of the Pen advi-
sor is seventh-grade social studies instructor, 
Helen Lanning. 

Bay Middle School students win top 
awards at district Power of the Pen

Bay Middle School 
eighth-grader Jenny 
Heffron took first place 
for her grade level at the 
district-level Power of 
the Pen competition.

Bay High seniors Julie Norehad and 
Marek Mutch received Honorable Men-
tions in the 2012 Graphic Arts Council 
of Greater Cleveland Benny Awards 
program.

Marek Mutch was also named an 
Outstanding Graphic Arts Student.

Bay High 
students win 
Benny Awards 
from Graphic 
Arts Council

Julie Norehad and Marek Mutch 
show their winning graphic arts 
designs.

• Driveways
• Garage Floors
• Basement Floors

Call Bob 
Today!!!

KOMPAN CEMENT
CONTRACTORS, INC.

440-327-1045
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Who Let The
Dog Out?

FREE
ESTIMATES

• Patios
• Footers
• Foundations

• Concrete Tear-outs
• Skid Loader Service

K
OMPAN

CEMENT

$100$100 COUPON VOUCHER

$100 Off the purchase of a 
concrete project of 1,000 sq. ft. or greater.

Present coupon at time of signing contract. One coupon per customer.

Kompan Cement Contractors Inc. solely reserves the right to cancel or alter this coupon without notice.

Visit www.KompanCement.com
Family Owned & Operated Over 50 Years

0000Spec_KompanCement1.5x3.5_1 4/1/2010 3:09

BAY VILLAGE cITY ScHOOLS

Bay Middle School’s seventh-grade Power of the Pen Team (left-to-right): 
Power of the Pen advisor and seventh-grade teacher Helen Lanning, 
Campbell Priemer, Jessica Perri, Sarah Brumagin, Phil Lally, Lauren Sheil 
and Laura Colagiovanni.
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Diabetes  
Alert Day  

Join us during Diabetes Alert Day  
to receive FREE blood sugar,  
foot, eye, blood pressure and  

cholesterol screenings. Staff from  
our Diabetes and Endocrine Center  

will be available to review  
your results, answer questions  
and determine any necessary  

treatment options.

For more information,  
call 216.529.5312. 

lakewoodhospital.org/diabetes

Free Screenings
Date: March 30, 2012

Time:  6:30-9:30 a.m. or 
2:30-4:00 p.m.

Location:  Lakewood Hospital 
Wasmer Auditorium 
14519 Detroit Avenue 
Lakewood, OH 44107

Pre-registration is not required. 

For best results, do not eat or 
drink (except water) for eight 
hours before your screening.

Enter to win a $25  
Giant Eagle gift card.
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The Lee Burneson Middle School Math Demons tied for 
second place in their division at the 2012 Equations com-
petition at the Cuyahoga County Educational Service 

Center.
Equations is a game using cubes to create equations. It was 

developed by a University of Michigan professor.
The LBMS team tied for second place in the seventh- and 

eighth-grade division with North Royalton. Westlake team play-
ers are eighth-graders Jonathan Alamir, Alex Ikezawa, Taeho 
Kim, Austin Kinney and Ryan Zubricky, and seventh-grader 
Chris Slater.

Seventh-grader Carter Hoon took a third place individual 
award for his grade, as did eighth-grader Jonathan Alamir. 

LBMS math team earns 
top finish in competition

The LBMS Math Demons: (front row) seventh-grader 
Chris Slater; (middle row) eighth-graders Austin 
Kinney and Ryan Zubricky; (back row) eighth-graders 
Alex Ikezawa, Jonathan Alamir and Taeho Kim.

by Kim Bonvissuto
Hilliard Elementary School fourth-grader Sophia Gorski was chosen 

as an exhibitor for the 32nd annual Young People’s Art Exhibition, spon-
sored by the Ohio Art Education Association.

Sophia will be recognized at a ceremony on March 10 at the Rhodes 
State Office Tower in Columbus. Her work is one of 140 pieces of student 
artwork from all over the state to be included in the exhibition, which 
runs Feb. 27 to March 27.

After the show, the art will move to the Ohio Department of Educa-
tion building for the summer. Some of the art works will be selected for 
display at the OAEA Convention in Cincinnati in November.

Sophia’s art teacher is Will Wilson. 

Hilliard fourth-grader chosen for state art exhibition

Twelve Westlake High School and 
four Lee Burneson Middle School art 
students earned 21 awards in the 33rd 
Cuyahoga County Region Scholastic Art 
& Writing Competition and Exhibition.

The competition recognizes cre-
ative achievement of seventh- to 12th-
grade students throughout Cuyahoga 
County. The young artists compete for 
cash prizes, medals and scholarship 
awards. A panel of local professional art-
ists, art educators, writers and writing 
educators jury the exhibit and select the 
awarded pieces. Students who receive 
Portfolio Awards and Gold Key Awards 
continue to the national competition this 
spring in New York City.

This year the Cuyahoga County 
competition received 1,737 individual 
art pieces, of which 65 Gold Key Awards 
were awarded. Additionally, 112 Silver Key Awards 
and 211 Honorable Mentions were awarded.

Westlake’s Gold Key winners were sopho-
more Madeline Chernosky’s mixed media, “Self 
Portrait”; junior Allison Chonko’s jewelry, “Cour-
age”; senior Daniel Dobish’s drawing, “Con-
jumbled Cassettes” and his art portfolio; and 
freshman Madeline Lee’s self-portrait drawing.

Silver Key awards went to senior Grace Gal-
vin’s ceramics and glass, “Eugene,” ceramics and 
glass, “layering labyrinth,” and digital art, “Free 
Yourself”; senior Ashley Kay’s digital art, “Mixed 
Feelings”; freshman Claire Turgeon’s untitled 
mixed media; and senior Kelley Zhou’s painting, 
“Occupy Cleveland.”

Also winning Silver Keys were seventh-
grader Gina Bowser for her painting, “Dino,” and eighth-grader Hallie Pohlman for her 
sculpture, “My Name Is Pieces.”

Honorable Mention awards went to senior Samantha Buck’s jewelry, “Love is the Breath 
that Sustains Us”; senior Daniel Dobish’s drawing, “Bad Decisions”; senior Samra Kajtezovic’s 
painting, “A Culture Confined”; junior Wan Kwok’s self-portrait drawing and painting, “Coffee 
Shop at the West Side Market”; and senior Lauren Pankiw’s sculpture, “Shelldon.” Also 
earning Honorable Mentions were seventh-grader Ben Sposet for his sculpture and eighth 
grader T.J. Withers for his photography, “Paper.” 

WESTLAKE cITY ScHOOLS

Westlake students earn 21 Scholastic Art awards

WHS senior Daniel Dobish’s drawing, “Con-jumbled 
Cassettes.”

WHS freshman Madeline 
Lee’s self-portrait drawing.

WHS junior Allison Chonko’s 
jewelry, “Courage.”

WHS sophomore Madeline 
Chernosky’s mixed media “Self 
Portrait.”
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“I SAW IT IN THE 
OBSERVER”

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS & 
SUPPORT A GREAT 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE!
Call Laura for ad details -

440-477-3556
laura@wbvobserver.com

Bruce T. Harwood ddS, MS
orthodontist

27748 center ridge road
westlake

440-871-1820
“Our concern is for more than your smile”

Bay Presbyterian Church
 25415 Lake Road, Bay Village 

440.871.3822

Sunday worship times
8:00 am - Traditional Service
9:30 am - Blended Service

9:30 am - Contemporary Service
 in the Great Hall

11:15 am - Contemporary Service
www.baypres.org

by Frank colosimo

March is chock full of educational and enter-
taining activities for all ages to experience at 
the nonprofit Center in Bay Village.

Before the month gets into full swing, take a 
moment to celebrate a day that doesn’t come around 
all that often. You and your preschooler can join in on 
some leaping good fun with hopping critters, flinging 
flying activities and planetarium programs in honor 
of Leap Year on Wednesday, Feb. 29. The program runs 
10-11:30 a.m. and tickets are on sale now for $5/child.

The new month then kicks off with the chance to 
Meet an Animal on Saturday, March 3, at 3:00 p.m. With 
the help of a live turkey vulture, explore the miscon-
ceptions and fascinating truths about this commonly 
misunderstood animal. Director of Wildlife Dave Wolf 
will discuss this curious bird’s favorite pastimes: vomit-
ing, bed-wetting, even nose-picking! Not for the weak of 
stomach, but everyone welcome! Tickets will be on sale 
at the door for $2/person.

The next program in the Log Cabin Samplers 
series for kindergartners arrives on Monday, March 12. 
Children ages 4-6 will delight in discovering rainbows! 

Plus, become nature detectives – explore 
the hiking trails and gardens, encounter 
live animals and conduct science investi-
gations! Limited tickets are still available 
for both timeslots: 9-11 a.m. or 1-3 p.m. 
at $20/child; members $15/child.

Sunday, March 25, is a special day 
devoted just to dads and their children! 
Discover the universe with a planetarium 
show, meet some of the Center’s resident 
animals and enjoy engaging hands-on 
activities at Daddy & Me Day. Festivities 
run from 12:30-2:30 p.m. and are FREE 
with RSVP for Center members. Non-
members can join in too for just $5/
person.

The adults in the family will be sure to 
find something of interest in a great assort-
ment of activities throughout the month. 
Another installment of Second Nature, 
the ongoing series for adults, takes place 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 8. Learn all 
about your newest neighbors, and find 
out if coyotes are really a threat to your 

family and pets. Then 
on Friday, March 
23, it’s date night! 
Couples are invited 
to Spring Fling – a 
night out without the kids! It’s a 
relaxing adults-only evening at the 
Center where you can enjoy a night 
“under the stars,” sitting by the fire 
and enjoying wine, cheese and con-
versation with other parents. Invite 
your friends, call the babysitter and 
tell your kids it’s YOUR turn to play 
at the Center! Tickets for both pro-
grams are on sale now.

And all month long, the Month-
ly SkyQuest series in the Walter R. 
Schuele Planetarium presents a 
brand new topic. The “star of the 
show” is none other than our favor-

ite solar celebrity, the sun! Find out more about how our 
local star works and how it compares to the billions of 
other stars in the universe. The sun will be shining every 
Saturday in March at 1:30 p.m. and again at 7 p.m. on 
the first and third Saturday nights. This offering is great 
for older kids and adults – tickets go on sale on the day 
of the show and are $3/person. You can also check out 
the full assortment of star shows for all ages (including 
the new range of Sunday shows) at www.lensc.org.

But that’s not all – a whole new season of discovery 
is about to be revealed! Visit www.lensc.org and preview 
the Summer Activity Guide for a fresh assortment of 
activities under the sun for all ages!

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center is located at 
28728 Wolf Road in Bay Village. Please call 440-871-
2900 with questions. 

LAKE ERIE NATURE & ScIENcE cENTER

An eventful March at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Get a bird’s eye view of a turkey vulture at Meet an Animal on 
March 3.

Meet the new kids on the block – coyotes! – March 8 at 7 p.m.

Local historian and speaker, Mel 
Maurer, who often portrays Abraham 
Lincoln, was honored to receive a por-
trait of Lincoln this month from West-
lake resident and friend, Dave Walter.

The portrait was painted some 
years ago as a gift to Dave by his wife, 
Lu Walter, who died two years ago. Lu 
was a noted multi media artist and is 
remembered for the beauty of her life 
and her work.

“Lu’s wonderful talent and love are 
expressed so well in this picture. I’m 
thrilled to have received it and to dis-
play it in my home where it inspires me 
in many ways every day,” said a very 
grateful Maurer.

Local historian receives Lincoln portrait 
by Lu Walter

History of words and phrases
by Dave Scullin

Dungarees: This word came from the name of the cloth, in hindi, of the very thick 
cotton cloth used for tents and sails in india.

~
Beat around the bush: To approach a subject/matter in a roundabout way, indirectly. 
From a term used in bird hunting.

~
Bandanna: in hindi Sanskrit it means to tie. The word came from india and referred 
to a triangular scarf worn around the head or neck by English aristocracy in india.

The Observer website is now averaging over 
20,000 visits per month. Thanks to all our 

citizen writers for their enthusiasm in making 
the Observer the voice of the community!
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

WESTLAKE-WESTSHORE ARTS cOUNcIL

Art works created by Betty Lou Curatolo, Chuck Wimmer, Polly Barrett, Gordon Moellman, Glenn 
Petranek and Janine Bileski are among the items donated for the March 3 Cabaret silent auction. 

by Louise Seeholzer

Original art works are included in the varied and interest-
ing items that will be offered at a silent auction at “A 
Cabaret Night,” an entertaining evening planned for 

Saturday, March 3, at Wagner’s Country Inn, 30855 Center Ridge 
Rd. in Westlake.

The event, which offers open bar, dinner and entertain-
ment as well as the silent auction, is a combined fundraiser 
for Westlake-Westshore Arts Council and Clague Playhouse. A 
Cabaret Night is produced by Greg Violand and Maryann Nagel. 
Dick Feagler, Cleveland newspaper columnist, playwright and 
television personality, will also lend his talents to the evening.

Tickets for this arts benefit are $50. For tickets, donations, 
or more information contact W-WAC at 440-686-0055 or Clague 
Playhouse Box Office at 440-331-0403. 

Fun, food and fabulous auction items at Cabaret
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Hänsel, Gretel and witch 
charm receptive audience
by Louise Seeholzer

On February 7, 119 years after 
Richard Strauss conducted the 
original production of Englebert 

Humperdinck’s “Hänsel and Gretel,” a 
preview presentation of an upcoming 
production delighted the audience at an 
FYI: Opera program at Westlake Porter 
Public Library. 

The music, story and history of this 
fairytale opera were skillfully related by 
David Bamberger, director of opera the-
ater at the Cleveland Institute of Music 
and three CIM voice students, who were 
expertly accompanied on the piano by 
John Simmons, CIM music director. 

April Martin as Gretel and Huiyu 
Zhang as Hänsel opened with a duet 
of the children’s complaints of hunger 
as well as playful antics of a brother 

and sister. Baritone 
Daniel Grambow 
sang the part of 
Peter, the children’s 
father who is a broom 
maker. The ginger-
bread witch was sung 
by mezzo-soprano 
Alicia Bousner. The 
outstanding qual-
ity of these voices 
was enhanced by the 
expressive, animated 
acting of these singers. 

For 21 years, FYI: 
Opera programs have been offered 
free to the public through the efforts 
of the Westlake-Westshore Arts Coun-
cil. From the very beginning, WWAC 
member Jane Mueller has been the 

force behind these programs. And 
Bamberger, who with his wife founded 
Cleveland Opera, has been a presenter 
since FYI’s first year.

The FYI program previewed CIM’s 

Feb. 29 through March 3 full production 
of “Hänsel and Gretel.” Information and 
tickets for CIM’s production are avail-
able at cim.edu/hanselgretel or by calling 
216-791-5000, ext. 411. 

The cast of “Hänsel and Gretel,” from left, Daniel Grambow, April Martin, Alicia Bousner, 
Huiyu Zhang, Jane Mueller, John Simmons and David Bamberger. 
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The Cuyahoga Community College 
Center for Aging Initiatives is offer-
ing a senior adult education program 

called Food for Thought beginning Feb. 29. 
Classes will be held at Corporate College 
West at 25425 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake.

 Over the course of two weeks, you will 
first chat over lunch and then find yourself 
immersed in the excitement of the course. 
Food for Thought is an opportunity to expand 
your mind and circle of friends. Sessions run 
on Wednesdays from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Cost for 
each two-week course is $40 including lunch.

 U.S. Historic Trails and Tales – Feb. 29 
and March 7. Participants will hear some of 
the country’s more unique and lesser known 
historic tales from the presidents and their 
wives to the songs of the Great White Way of 
Broadway.

 The Wild Wonders of Weather – April 
4 and April 11. The world of wild weather, 
climate conditions and green energy will be 
examined.

 Parking is available in designated visitor 
lots at CCW for $1 for a two-hour time block, 
or an all day hangtag permit can be purchased 
for $1.

 For more information, call 216-987-2224 
or visit www.tri-c.edu/enrichment/seniors. To 
register, call 216-987-3075. 

by Joyce Sandy

Stop in at the library to see what’s 
new: books, music, and movies 
arrive all the time and you’re 

bound to find something that you’ll 
enjoy. It hasn’t been cold outside, 
but it’s still nice to stay inside with 
a good book and share stories with 
little ones. Join us for these upcom-
ing programs for entertainment and 
information. You’ll find it all at the 
library!

ADULT DEPARTMENT

Thursday, March 1 (7:30 p.m.) 
THURSDAY EVENING BOOK 
DISCUSSION – Join us to discuss 
“The Warmth of Other Suns:  The Epic 
Story of America’s Great Migration” by 
Isabel Wilkerson. This book won the 
2011 Anisfield-Wolf Book Award for 
Nonfiction.

Sunday, March 11 (2 p.m.) A 
MUSICAL CELEBRATION OF 
THE WEARING OF THE GREEN 
– Join us for the annual concert of 
Irish ballads, jigs and reels presented 
by the band Turn the Corner.

Wednesday, March 14 (7 p.m.) 
MUSIC OF THE BEATLES – Enjoy 
the music of acoustic guitarist Rick 
Iacoboni as he plays interpretations of many of the Beatles’ most 
popular songs. Hear the fascinating stories behind the Beatles’ 
influences, how the songs were written and little-known facts 
about how they were recorded.

TEEN PROGRAMS

Tuesday, March 6 (4 p.m.) ELECTRIC MUSIC WITH DAVE 
YOUNG – For ages 11-18. Dave Young will bring his keyboard, 
microphone and computer to help you create music while you 

sing, rap or play the keyboard. All 
performances will be recorded 
and edited into a song using his 
mobile recording studio. The 
library will receive a CD of the final 
product to post on our website.

Saturday, March 10 (2-4 
p.m.) ROBOTIX 3.0 – For ages 
11-13. Explore the world of Lego 
Mindstorms and find out how to 
teach our robots new tricks. Pro-
gram a robot to master new chal-
lenges, test it out, then watch it go!

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

Ongoing storytimes are held 
throughout the week for ages 
birth-5 years. Please pick up a flier 
or go online to see a complete list 
of days and times. No registration 
is needed for these – just come 

when you can!

Thursdays, March 8, 15, 22, 29 
(6-7:30 p.m.) TEAM READ A BOOK 
– For grades 2-3. Parents and children 
are invited to join us as we partner with 
Learning Disabilities Associates for this 
four-session program.

Saturday, March 10 (11 a.m.) 
PLAY/STORY – Children can play with 
interactive and developmental toys and 
share a story while their parents meet 

new friends and socialize.

Also join us on Sunday, March 4, at 2:00 p.m. FOR THE 
SHOW YOUR COLORS ART RECEPTION. Admire the art-
work, enjoy refreshments, and watch young people receive their 
cash prizes.   
Please call the library to register for these programs at 871-
6392, or go online to cuyahogalibrary.org.  Looking forward 
to seeing YOU!

cUYAHOGA cOUNTY PUBLIc LIBRARY BAY VILLAGE BRANcH 

Upcoming programs at the Bay Village Branch Library
Team Read a 
Book program 
at the Bay 
Library
by Joyce Sandy

Students in grades 2-3 with 
identified learning dis-
abilities or who are strug-

gling with their literacy skills 
are invited to join the children’s 
librarian and a literacy teacher 
for an hour and a half of infor-
mation and fun! Students and 
parents participate in activities 
during two segments of this 
program. 

For the first segment, 
parents go separately into a 
program with a representative 
of the Learning Disabilities 
Association while the children 
remain with the librarian for fun 
reading-based activities. During 
the second session, families will 
participate in an activity or a 
craft together. 

The final program will be 
Robotix, with parents and their 
children working together to 
build a robot. Team Read a Book 
will run for four Thursday eve-
nings: March 8, 15, 22 and 29 
from 6-7:30 p.m. A pizza dinner 
will be provided each time 
to start the program, so don’t 
worry about making dinner that 
night! 

Please plan to join us for 
information and fun activities by 
calling 871-6392 or going online 
to cuyahogalibrary.org. 

Tri-C gives seniors 
Food for Thought by Jan Voiklis

We wish to thank all of you 
who have saved the pull tabs 
from aluminum cans for 

Ronald McDonald House. We wanted 
you to know how great the impact is 
from such a small effort. The results 
are astonishing!

Last year, Cleveland’s House made 
over $9,000. Considering it’s 
money earned from trash, how 
special is that?  

Here’s how it works: The tabs 
collected are recycled and top 
dollar is paid to Ronald McDon-
ald House by a very special recy-
cling company. All you need to 
do is collect your tabs in a con-
tainer in a convenient place like 
by the fridge. Then deliver them 
to any Ronald McDonald House. 
Mailing is not an option due to 
the cost. You can also drop them 
at one of the following Westlake 
locations:
•	 Westlake Porter Public Library, 

27333 Center Ridge Rd.
•	 Corporate College (Java Restau-

rant), 25425 Center Ridge Rd.
•	 West Shore WMCA, 1575 

Columbia Rd. 

The money helps fill the needs of 
out of town families who have chil-
dren in the hospital. Ronald McDon-
ald House is a very special place, full 
of love and caring.  Every need of the 
families is taken care of including food, 
shelter, friendship and support. The 
compassionate crew of staff and vol-
unteers give harmony and hope during 
a difficult time.  

The top fundraiser for the Ronald 
McDonald House residents is collec-
tion of pull tabs from aluminum cans 
(pop, beer, soup, etc). Please help 
make a difference for families staying 
at Ronald McDonald House. Please 
consider collecting in your home, 
workplace or school. Just think of how 
great the impact can be from such a 
small effort. 

Pulling together for Ronald McDonald House

Irish ballads by Turn the Corner, above, and 
music of the Beatles by Rick Iacoboni, below, will be 
performed at Bay Village Branch Library in March.
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WESTLAKE PORTER PUBLIc LIBRARY

Westlake Porter Library’s upcoming events
by Elaine Willis

Thursday, Feb. 23 (7-8:45 p.m.) COFFEE BREAK 
– Join us for a coffee tasting in the Porter Room! Please 
register.

Friday, Feb. 24 (10 a.m.-noon) PORTER’S FIBER 
FANATICS – Socialize, share, and solve problems while 
you work on your current project.

Saturday, Feb. 25 (9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) ACT PRAC-
TICE EXAM – Get ready for test time with an ACT practice 
exam, then return on March 3 to get your results and discuss 
testing strategies and techniques. Grades 10-12. Please 
register starting Feb. 18.

Saturday, Feb. 25 (10-10:45 a.m.) SATURDAY 
LAPSIT STORYTIME – Join us for songs, rhymes and 
stories, then stay and play! For ages 0-24 months with care-
giver.

Saturday, Feb. 25 (2-3 p.m.) BRICK BUILDERS 
CLUB – Love those LEGO bricks? Then bring your ideas 
and imagination to the club! All bricks provided. Ages 6-13. 
Registration begins one week before each session.

Monday, Feb. 27 (12-6 p.m.) AMERICAN RED 
CROSS BLOODMOBILE

Monday, Feb. 27 (4-6:30 p.m.) TEEN TECHNO-
LOUNGE – Need a place to hang out after school? Come 
to WPPL’s Teen Techno-Lounge located in our computer lab! 
You can access the Internet, do homework, or just hang out.

Monday, Feb. 27 (7-8:45 p.m.) WESTLAKE HIS-
TORICAL SOCIETY

Wednesday, Feb. 29 (10:30-11 a.m.) LET’S SING 
AND DANCE! – Join us for a fun session of singing and 
dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. No registra-
tion required.

Wednesday, Feb. 29 (7-8 p.m.) HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 
DR. SEUSS! – You could not, would not want to miss a 
party that’s as much fun as this! Join us for stories, games 
and a craft to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday. Ages 3-6. Please 
register starting Feb. 22.

Thursday, March 1 (7-8:30 p.m.) INVESTOR 
INTEREST GROUP – Herb Geissler of AAII will discuss 
“Three Simplified Methods for Surviving Current Market 
Turmoil and Staying Out of Harm’s Way.” CDs with the three 

methods will be available for $30 the night of the program. 
Please bring exact change. Please register.

Friday, March 2 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) COME PLAY 
WITH ME! – Open playtime with age-appropriate toys, 
songs and rhymes for ages 2-5 and their caring adults. Reg-
istration begins one week before each session.

Saturday, March 3 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.) CRAFTS A 
GO-GO! – Join us for a fun and easy craft experience! All 
supplies provided; just drop in. A new, cool craft idea every 
time!

Saturday, March 3 (1:30 -3:30 p.m.) ACT RESULTS 
– Teens who took the ACT practice exam last week will 
receive their results and discuss strategies and tips for effec-
tive test-taking. Grades 10-12.

Saturday, March 3 (2-3 p.m.) Brick Builders Club – 
Love those LEGO bricks? Then bring your ideas and imagi-
nation to the club! All bricks provided. Ages 6-13. Registra-
tion begins one week before each session.

Monday, March 5 (2-7 p.m.) AMERICAN RED 
CROSS BLOODMOBILE – Type “O” Drive

Monday, March 5 (4-6:30 p.m.) TEEN TECHNO-
LOUNGE – Need a place to hang out after school? Come 
to WPPL’s Teen Techno-Lounge located in our computer lab! 
You can access the Internet, do homework, or just hang out.

Wednesday, March 14 (1:30-3:30 p.m.) E-READER 
HELP – Make an appointment at the Popular Materials 
Desk for help with your e-Reader!

Tuesday, March 6 (7-8:45 p.m.) DEAN’S GREEN-
HOUSE MOVIE SERIES – Join Debbie Dean Espie for 
a viewing of the movie “A Community of Gardeners.” Free 
and open to the public.

Wednesday, March 28 (10:30-11 a.m.) LET’S SING 
AND DANCE! – Join us for a fun session of singing and 
dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. No registra-
tion required.

Wednesday, March 7 (1-2:30 p.m.) CUYAHOGA 
WEST GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY HELP SESSION – 
Wondering how to get started researching your ancestors? 
Hit a roadblock on your search? Stop in for suggestions 
and help!

To register for any of the programs, please call 440-871-
2600 or visit http://signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080.

by carol Masek

The Friends of Porter Public Library 
would like to give a big “Thank You” 
to the many volunteers, donors and 

patrons who made our 2012 Annual Booksale 
such a success in February. The Friends were 
able to raise over $14,000 in funds that will 
be used to benefit the library. We would like 
to thank the many volunteers who worked 
over 900 hours to set-up and then run the 
sale. It wouldn’t have happened without your 
hard work.

Our next Annual Sale will be held the 
first week in February 2013. Meanwhile, used 
books can be purchased all year long in the 
Book Nook, the used book room located off 
of the lobby of the library. The Book Nook is 
open Mondays, 4-7 p.m.; Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; and Sunday, when 
school is open, from 1:30-3:30 p.m. Donations 
of books are accepted during regular library 
hours at the Book Nook drop-off location. 

A big thank you from 
The Friends of Porter 
Library

by Sarah Rintamaki

Parents can now come to the library 
and learn about best practices in dis-
cipline, diet, children’s social issues, 

language development or other parenting 
issues. Westlake Porter Public Library is 
teaming up with Connecting for Kids to offer 
“Parent Discussion Groups with Facilitated 
Playgroups.” 

The children will play in a separate 
room under the guidance of Child Develop-
ment Experts while parents discuss topics 
of interest with local experts. These parent 
discussion groups will not be formal speaker 
presentations, rather the local experts will 
answer questions in an informal discussion 
group. 

We have both weekend and weekday 
groups. The Saturday groups are every third 
Saturday of the month at 1 p.m. Topics 
include “How to Help your Child Make 
Friends” on Saturday, April 21, with Tracy 
Biller, MA CCC-SLP, and Ellen Spear, MA, 
CCC-SLP, from Lakeshore Speech. “Home-
work Hassles: Helping Your Child with Atten-
tion Issues” will be May 19 with Joyce Kubik, 
ADHD coach.  

We will also offer weekday brown bag 
lunch sessions (no peanuts please) on the 
second and fourth Fridays of every month 
at 11:30 a.m. While the children play, we will 
discuss “Getting your Kids to Listen: Best 
Practices” with Christie Kimbler from A Posi-
tive Approach on April 13 .   

“How Music can improve language 
skills” is the topic for May 11 with Alane 
Krumbine, MT-BS, from the Music Therapy 
Enrichment Center.  For a complete list of 
topics and to RSVP please visit www.con-
nectingforkids.org. 

Connecting for Kids’ mission is to pro-
vide education, support and networking for 
parents with questions or concerns about 
their child’s development. 

Parents learn 
while kids play at 
Porter Library

by Kristi Vaughn, LSW

I have worked in long term care for 
15 years. I spend a lot of my time 
explaining Medicare benefits to 

patients and families about what is 
covered and what is not covered by 
Traditional Medicare (managed Medi-
care or Medicare part C is another 
beast all of its own). Many people 
are really quite shocked about the 
answers I give them. Please be aware 
you can always find out more infor-
mation from MyMedicare.gov, or call 
1-800-MEDICARE.

I will discuss some common mis-
understandings I hear regarding Medi-
care coverage. My hope is that you will 
be more informed and educated about 
the coverage in the case that you or 
your loved one ever need in-patient 
skilled nursing rehabilitation.

I will start with the benefit days. 
Medicare allows up to 100 days in a 
skilled nursing and rehabilitation facil-
ity. What I want you to know is there 
is not a guarantee that all of those 

days will be used. The facility follows 
Medicare guidelines and the patient 
must meet specific criteria, especially 
by showing progress towards therapy 
goals. Oftentimes I have the burden 
of telling someone when they are no 
longer going to be covered by Medicare.

And by the way, Medicare only 
requires a 48 hour notice of non-
coverage! Many are shocked and I 
hear, “but I thought I had 100 days”, 
or “the hospital or the doctor said I 
had 100 days”. Be aware there is never 
a guarantee so you should always be 
thinking proactively about what your 
plan would be when Medicare stops 
covering the stay in the facility.

You should also be aware that 
Medicare covers only 20 of those 100 
days at 100 percent. If you do not 
have a secondary insurance or one 
that covers in a skilled nursing facility 
you are looking at $144.50 per day out 
of pocket expense. Medicare sets this 
co-payment, not the facility. Some sec-
ondary insurances do pick up a por-
tion, others pick up all of the co-pay 

and others don’t pick up any portion 
at all. Your individual policy should be 
verified during the admission process 
and the facility should make you aware 
of your secondary benefits.

Medicare does not cover inter-
mediate or custodial care. This means 
that if you no longer meet Medicare 
skilled criteria, Medicare stops paying 
the bill. Many times I hear, “how can 
you just kick us out?”

I explain that the facility is not 
kicking any one out and that the 
person could stay, but they would be 
charged at an average rate of $210 to 
$240 per day plus ancillary and pos-
sible medication charges depending 
on their plan. Medicaid is an option 
at that point, but it is based on total 
assets/income. Going home is also an 
option and there are services available 
that assist people with staying in their 
own homes.

Hopefully you learned some 
things about Medicare that will assist 
you should you ever find yourself 
facing these situations. 

What many people do not know about Medicare coverage
SENIOR LIVING
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Big interview coming up?

Is your resume flawless?

Planning a child’s birthday party?

Looking for a new family pet?

Do you have this year’s 
school supplies yet?

Check With Nicole 
can help you today!
visit: www.checkwithnicole.com
or call 440.212.9588

Check With Nicole

Big interview coming up?
Is your resume flawless?
Planning a child’s birthday party?
Looking for a new family pet?
Need help with something but don’t 
know how to get it?

Check With Nicole
  can help you today!
visit: www.checkwithnicole.com or call 440.212.9588

Check With Nicole

Big interview coming up?
Is your resume flawless?
Planning a child’s birthday party?
Looking for a new family pet?
Need help with something 
but don’t know how to get it? 

Check With Nicole 
can help you today!
visit: www.checkwithnicole.com
or call 440.212.9588

by Sue Grame

The time for teens is NOW 
at the Bay Village Branch 
Library!

Preparations are almost fin-
ished for the Show Your Colors Art 
Exhibit. Seventh- and eighth-grade 
students of Bay Village are invited 
to enter their best artwork…and 
have a chance at winning some 
prize money. Just make sure your 
piece arrives at the library before 
5:30 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 24, and 
fill out an entry form to attach to it. 
Then come back on Sunday, March 
4, at 2 p.m. to check out all the art-
work, have some munchies and 
possibly collect YOUR award. Bring 
your family along, too! A big thank 
you goes out to our Friends of the 
Library for sponsoring this event.

Artwork will remain on dis-
play throughout the month of 
March at the library, so even if 

you can’t make it then, feel free to 
stop by another day (but sorry, no 
munchies).

Like to jam? Dave Young will 
bring his keyboard, mic and com-
puter to help create some great 
music…starring YOU! Sing, rap or 
play the synthesizer keyboard. The 
performance will be recorded and 
edited using his mobile recording 
studio and posted on our website. 
So, if you would like to unleash 
your musical side, join us at the 
library on Tuesday, March 6, at 4 
p.m. Registration is requested.

If building and robots are more 
your thing, come to the Robotix 
program on Saturday, March 10, 
from 2-4 p.m. Explore the world 
of Lego Mindstorms, program and 
teach your robot how to do tricks 
and master new challenges. This 
program is for kids ages 11-13. 
Space is limited, so register today!

See you at the library soon. 

Busy time for teens at Bay 
Village Library

by Joyce Sandy

Come to the Bay Village 
Library to party like it’s...
Leap Day! That’s right – this 

party can only be held every four 
years, so you won’t want to miss it! 
We’ll have activities and surprises 
for all ages. 

The Children’s Department 
will be celebrating with an origami 
frog craft – will yours be the one 
that goes the farthest? There will 
also be  coloring sheets and word 
puzzles for everyone to do. A scav-
enger hunt will be set up around 
the library. Look for hidden calen-

dar pages and record them on an 
answer sheet. Show your sheet to a 
staff member and get a prize!

Teens and adults will be 
celebrating, too.  There will be a 
trivia contest for you to try – see 
how much you know about this fun 
day and learn facts, too. Were you 
lucky enough to be born on Leap 
Day? Let us know – and show some 
proof! – and you’ll receive a special 
birthday surprise. 

Leap Day is Wednesday, Feb. 
29, and the activities will be taking 
place all day, so come when you 
can. We’re looking forward to 
seeing you at the library! 

Leap Day fun at the Bay 
Village Branch Library

Leap into fun activities at the Bay Library on Feb. 29.
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Art Exhibit 
B AY  V I L L A G E  B R A N C H  L I B R A R Y

Show Your Colors – An Art Exhibit  
for 7th and 8th grade students of Bay Village
Students: Show your colors by submitting 
one piece of original artwork to the 

 

Bay Village Branch library’s Art Exhibit. 
Entries must be submitted ready for 

 

hanging or display if three-dimensional.
Prizes to be awarded:
Best of Show for 7 th grade – $50
Best of Show for 8 th  grade – $50
Best Three-Dimensional 7th grade – $50
Best Three-Dimensional 8 th grade – $50
Special Recognition (three winners) – $25 each

Entry forms available at the library.

All artwork must be received at the library with entry
 form attached before 5:30 p.m., Friday, February 24, 2012.

Public reception for the awarding of prizes: 
Sunday, March 4, 2012 at 2:00 p.m.

Entries will be exhibited throughout the month of March.

Sponsored by the Friends  

of the Bay Village Branch Library.

Scan me for more events 
and classes at the  

Bay Village Branch!

Find us on:  

     Join us for a discussion about future trends in 
sustainable housing along with tips for making 

your current home “greener”

“Green Your Life” 
Educational Series

Presenter: Chuck Miller, Partner 
Doty Miller Architects and Planners

Tuesday, February 28th • 6:30-7:30pm
Bay Village Community House

(303 Cahoon Road)
FREE and open to the Public

Live Green and 
$ave Green 
Hear about what is coming in 
the future to construct more 
sustainable homes.

Straw bale house 
construction – how it works, 
how it’s designed and built 
locally with earth plaster and 
straw – the Kious House.

Passive house construction – how it works, how it’s built – these 
homes do not require furnaces – PNC SmartHome.

What about my existing 20th century home? What’s easy to fix, 
what’s hard to fix. Learn which upgrades make sense.

Check out www.bayvillagegreenteam.com 
under Events for more information.
To register for this event, please contact 
Warren Remein at 440-724-1578 or 
email wlremein@yahoo.com.

Kious House - straw bale construction
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by Julie Cikra
The Dianne Boldman 

Gallery in the historical 
Huntington House on 
BAYarts’ campus has 
been long-overdue for 
upgrades. The gallery 
opened this month with 
new lighting, walls and 
paint. Behind the walls, 
much-needed office space 
completes the project.

The gallery was named 
after former watercolor 
teacher of over 30 years, 
Dianne Boldman. Dianne 
passed away last year and 
in her honor the gallery 
was given a much needed 
face-lift. The first show in 
the new gallery is a collec-
tion of works by The BAY-
arts Portrait Society, now on 
view through March 3 from 
9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-
Saturday. 

BAYarts’ Dianne Boldman Gallery gets a new look
BAYarts

B A Y L A N E S

BOWLING

27229 Wolf Rd., Bay Village

440-871-0911
www.BayLanesBowl.com

 
  

Karaoke 
Feb. 25 
9 pm

  
  

Get Ready to Sing!
Everyone is a Star!

PLEASE PROOFREAD
Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

William Mannion stands in 
front of just a few of the pastel 
portraits as part of BAYarts 
Portrait Society now on view in 
BAYarts Dianne Boldman Gallery.The Dianne Boldman Gallery has been updated with new lighting, walls and paint.

by Kay Laughlin

A major part of Dover 
Tow n s h i p  h i s -
tory teaches us that 

German families settled 
along Bassett and Bradley 
roads in the 1860s. Names 
such as Meilander, Hagedo-
rn, Toensing, Wolf, Davider, 
Koch and Krumwiede come 
to mind. Many of these 
families lived in Hanover, 
Germany, and immigrated 
to the Cleveland area in 1858 
to escape suppression.

These families lived, 
worshipped and schooled 
their children together in 
the old German manner. 
Wooden shoes were worn, 
only German was spoken in 
the home, German newspa-
pers were read, and school 
and worship began at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church.

Just west of the Hagedorn farm on 
Bassett Road and east of the Wolf farm 
on Bradley Road, along the north side 
of Link Road and north of the New York 
Central & St Louis Railroad tracks, David 
Sites farmed. In 1886, David sold 10 
acres of his land to a group of west side 
Lutheran churches belonging to the Mis-
souri Synod.

The churches were looking for a 
wooded piece of land out in the country 
in order to erect the necessary buildings 
for holding mission festivals, school pic-
nics and other church gatherings. They 
named it the Lutheran Mission Grounds.

At first, railroad cars coming from 
Cleveland would pick up passengers 
along the westward run and drop them 
at the mission grounds. When automo-
biles became the mode of transporta-

tion, a driveway was built from Link 
Road (Ashton Lane today). In 1904, a 
bowling alley was added.

In one corner 
of the picnic 
grove, there was a 
pulpit with picnic 
benches around 
it built under 
shady oak trees. 
Here the morning 
church services 
were held. Next 
to the pulpit was 
a bell on a stand 
that rang to notify 
parishioners of 
the start of the 
morning service.

One Sunday 
morning when 

everyone arrived, it was discov-
ered the bell was missing, and 
there was no bell to ring for the 
Sunday service. When the New 
York Central & St. Louis Railroad 
heard about the theft, they donat-
ed one of their steam engine bells 
to the mission grounds.

As years passed, the church-
es stopped using the picnic grove 
as often on Sundays. In the 1950s, 
civic organizations and families 
began renting it for events. The 
Mission Grounds closed for good 
in 1964.

When the grounds were 
sold, the bell was given to the 
Victor Toensing family, whose 
home was on Bassett Road, for 
safe keeping. It then moved to 
Amherst with Janet Toensing 
Bremke. It is now back in Bay 
Village having been gifted to the 
Bay Village Historical Society by 
Janet Toensing Bremke and her 

brother, Carl Toensing, in memory of 
their brother, Robert.

Another story and piece of Bay 

Village history is saved. The old bell is 
located at Rose Hill Museum. David Sites 
has a street named for him west of Bay 
Middle School. 

Old mission bell returns to Bay Village

In 1904 a bowling alley was added to the Lutheran 
Mission Grounds.

The mission bell sits on a gristmill stone at Rose Hill.

BAY VILLAGE HISTORIcAL SOcIETY
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Interior Painting • Plaster & Drywall Repair • Staining
Wallpaper Removal & Installation • Skim Coating

NAT-25536-1FREE ESTIMATES
216-287-7468 or 216-228-0138 office • www.allurepainting.net

cOMMUNITY EVENTS View more events and post your own on the Observer website at wbvobserver.com

Diner

26105 Center Ridge
(440) 835-5031

TUES-SUN 7am-3pm * CLOSED MON

Breakfast All Day * Homemade Soups
Party Trays & Take-Out

VICKI’S

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

Green LIVInG TIpS
BAY VILLAGE GREEN TEAM

By lowering your thermostat just 
one degree you can reduce your 
winter heating bill. For every one 
degree lowered, you will save up 

to 5% on your heating bill.

The Con�dent 
Choice For 
In-Home 
Care.

 

 

 

Providing quality, a�ordable, non-medical
in-home care for seniors and other clients  
who need companionship and personal care.

firstlighthomecare.com

28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake
440-250-9733

   
    

      
       Jim Sgro’s

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Classes, seminars • Open spiritual community 
Meditation • Prosperity principles • Sustainability practices

23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400  
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth

All FridAys in lent
Perch or cod 
Fish Fry
25517 eaton Way, Bay Village (off columbia rd.)

Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat. • 440-250-9086

Greenisland 
Irish Pub & 
Restaurant

Feb. 21, 7 p.m.
Westlake Democratic Club hosts Cuyahoga 
County Executive Ed FitzGerald
cuyahoga county Executive Ed FitzGerald reports 
on the first year of progress under the new county 
form of government and respond to questions/
issues from residents.
Church of the Redeemer UCC, 23500 Center Ridge 
Rd., Westlake

Feb. 22, 6:30-9 p.m.
North Cost Chapter of Embroiderers’ Guild of 
America 
The monthly meeting of the north Coast Chapter 
of the Embroiderers’ Guild of America will be 
about designing a knot garden. Please come to 
join the fun and to meet fellow stitchers.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Feb. 23, 7-8:30 p.m.
Making “Sense” of Your Child’s Learning Style
Children take in and use sensory input through 
vision, sound, touch, and movement to succeed 
in the classroom. When these sensory abilities 
are “out of sync” it is difficult to either sit still or 
“rev-up” to pay attention. it can also be hard to 
transition between tasks, be coordinated, use 
tools to write or cut, tie shoes or read. Find out if 
your child needs help getting sensory processing 
“in sync.” Learn what can be done to help your 
child at home and in the classroom. This event 
is free and open to the public. We offer childcare 
but kindly ask you to rSVP for that service; visit 
connectingforkids.org or call 216-570-4326.
Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Feb. 24, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Parent Discuss Group and Facilitated Play: 
“How to Pay for Therapy”
in partnership with Porter Library, Connecting 
for Kids is offering Parent discussion Groups and 
Facilitated Playgroups. Parents will discuss differ-
ent public and private resources available to pay 
for therapy while children play in a separate room 
facilitated by child intervention specialists. This 
event is free and open to the public but we kindly 
ask for a rSVP; visit connectingforkids.org or call 
216-570-4326.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.
Feb. 24, 1-3 p.m.
Herman Cain Hosts Rally for Joe the Plumber 
Wurzelbacher
meet herman Cain and Joe the Plumber – who is 

running for congress in Ohio’s 9th district.  this 
rally will get you on your feet cheering for the 
hope that we can change nE Ohio from a place 
losing jobs, companies, hospitals and population 
into the vibrant and bustling center of commerce 
it could be with all our Ohio natural resources and 
assets.
Rocky River Civic Center, 21016 Hilliard Blvd.

Feb. 25, 5-6:30 p.m.
Free Community Meal
All ages are welcome, no carry outs. Clague road 
united Church of Christ is accessible to the physi-
cally challenged. Please join us for good food, 
fellowship and an evening of socialization.
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North Olmsted

Feb. 26, 6 p.m.
Families Anonymous
See the story on page 4 of this issue.
CrossPointe Community Church, 1800 Columbia Rd., 
Westlake 

Feb. 27, 11:30 a.m.
Bay Village Garden Club Luncheon
master Gardeners and BVGC members rosie 
daniels and Laura noble will explain how to have 
color in your landscape even in the depths of 
winter.  All interested gardeners are welcome. Call 
440-871-7879 or visit www.bayvillagegardenclub.
com for details.
Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.

Feb. 27, 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.
Love of the Arts Show
Features artwork by artists of all ages. Enjoy 
music, wine tasting and appetizers, including 
a chocolate fountain! Visit with local art supply 
vendors or sign up for art classes.
The Gardens at Westlake, 27569 Detroit Rd.

Feb. 27, 7 p.m.
Westlake Historical Society meeting
Please join the Westlake historical Society and 
Porter Library as we welcome Carol Starre-
Kmiecik as our guest performer. dorothy 
Fuldheim is carol’s signature character. carol will 
recreate the character as she was in the 1940s, 
rather than the 90-year-old WEWS commenta-
tor many contemporary greater Clevelanders 
remember. Although Carol does not physically 
resemble the diminutive Fuldheim, red hair and 
the trademark Fuldheim feistiness go a long way 

to bring dorothy back to life for audiences around 
the area. refreshments will be served.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Feb. 28, 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Tuesday Morning Talkers, Toastmasters 
International
Would you like to overcome a fear of speaking in 
public? hone your interview skills? need to make 
presentations at work or community events? Join 
us in a supportive environment every Tuesday 
morning. For more info, contact doreen Papajcik, 
440-899-9479 or Betsy McKinney, 440-835-0030.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.

Feb. 28, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
“Green Your Life” Series: Green Homes
Architect Chuck miller will discuss the future 
of sustainable home construction and which 
upgrades make sense for your home. Contact 
Warren at 440-724-1578 or wlremein@yahoo.com 
to register for this free seminar.
Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.

March 3, 6 p.m.
“A Cabaret Night” Fundraiser
Two respected non-profit groups – the Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council and Clague Playhouse 
– are teaming up to sponsor an evening of live 
entertainment, dinner, open bar and silent and 
Chinese auctions. The evening begins with 
cocktails at 6 p.m., followed by dinner at 7 p.m., 
entertainment at 8 p.m. and auction results at 
9:30 p.m. tickets for this arts benefit are $50. For 
tickets, donations, or more information contact 
W-WAc at 440-686-0055 or clague Playhouse Box 
Office at 440-331-0403.
Wagner’s Country Inn, 30855 Center 
Ridge Rd., Westlake

March 4, 11 a.m.
Friends of the West Side Catholic 
Center Fundraiser
Attend a boutique extraordinaire and 
luncheon and help to support shelters 
that provide a protective setting 
for women who have experienced 
domestic violence or homelessness 
and teaches them to be independent. 
The boutique covers two floors and 
features jewelry, bead items, linens, 
antiques, baked goods, garden ar-
rangements, pantry items and fresh 

pierogies. There will also be a silent auction, raffle 
and candy-making sessions. tickets are $45 per 
person. For information, call 440-871-6681.
Lakewood Country Club, 2613 Bradley Rd., Westlake

March 6, 7:30 p.m.
Westlake Republican Club Election Night 
Party
See the story on page 5 of this issue.
Panini’s Bar and Grill, 23800 Detroit Rd., Westlake

March 6, 6:30-8 p.m.
Dialogue with the Dietitian
understanding the connection between nutrition 
and cancer can be empowering as well as confus-
ing. This discussion is open to those touched by 
cancer and will help them learn the difference 
between fact and fiction as well as what they 
should and should not eat. Bring nutrition ques-
tions for presenter Beth roth, PT, mA, mS, rd/Ld. 
Advanced registration is required; call 216-595-
9546.
The Gathering Place West, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

March 7, 1-2:30 p.m.
Free Family History Research Help Session
if you need help getting started or have come 
to a “road block” in your journey of searching for 
your ancestors, this is an excellent opportunity to 
get assistance. members of the Cuyahoga West 
Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society will be 
available to assist other members, or the general 
public, at the computer terminals in the computer 
lab of Westlake Porter Public Library. There is no 
charge for this service.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

by Barb Bartlome

Spectrum Retirement Communities 
recently held their annual confer-
ence in Denver, Colo., for executive 

directors and managers of their 25 facilities 
throughout the United States, of which one 
is the Gardens at Westlake. We are an inde-
pendent and assisted living community and 
host to over 100 residents.

The Gardens’ executive director Chris-
tina Melaragno’s week of attending work-
shops and seminars ended with an awards 
dinner where the facility was recognized 

with top honors in four categories (which 
is seldom heard of!). The top award, “Com-
munity of the Year,” was presented to the 
Gardens at Westlake for a second year in a 
row. Other awards included Top Satisfaction 
Survey results, maintaining 95% or higher 
census and second-overall Top Financial 
Performance for Assisted Living.

The honors were a proud achievement 
for the Gardens at Westlake, the executive 
director, staff and residents. Everything 
reverts back to the residents as Christina 
stated: “They encourage us to be the best 
and give all we can.” 

Gardens at Westlake honored at conference


